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We currently serve in 25 Villages spread over 9 Panchayats in Thiruvallur Block:

Panchayat Type Villages

1 | Vadatur Focus Panchayat | Vadatur Colony, Appakulam,
Vadatur Kandigai, Vadatur Village

2 | Velliyur Focus Panchayat | Velliyur Village, Old Colony, New Colony, RR
Kandigai, Dhideer Nagar, Chathirum

3 | Sivanvoyal Focus Panchayat | Sivanvoyal Colony, Bandikavanur, Nallankavanur,

4 | Athupakkam Focus Panchayat | Ariyapakkam, Athupakkam colony, Periya
Athupakkam, Chinna AthuPakkam

5 | Nelvoy Focus Panchayat | Paleshwaram, Venguli, Nelvoy village

6 | Puliyur Panchayat Kasuva Village, Kaliyanur Kandigai

7 | Pandeswaram Panchayat Pandeswaram

8 | Pakkam Panchayat Ramanathapuram

9 | Karalapakkam Panchayat Kilakondaiyar




COMMUNITY BASED ORGANISATIONS (CBOs)

In line with CORD’s strategy, we reach out to the people through community Based Orgnisations
(CBOs) formed and nurtured by us and ultimately run by the Communities themselves. This is the
main strategy of CORD to make the Development Work sustainable and owned and managed by

communities.

An overview of our CBOs is given below:

WOMEN Magalir 18 MMs Self Help 41 SHGs :
EMPOWERMENT Mandrams 450 Groups 574 Women
(MMs) Members (SHGs) Members
CHILDREN 17 Groups Tuition 8 Centres
Balvihars 356 Centres About 194
Children Students
ADOLESCENT GIRLS’ Valarmathi 13 Groups Youth 3 Group:
163 Members  Groups 67 Members
Groups Groups
AGRICUTURAL Farmers Clubs 16 Groups
GRICUTU (Uzhavar 246
DEVELOPMENT Mandrams) Members
Community Based CBR Groups 3 Groups
Rehabilitation 42 Members

M.M : Magalir Mandrams ( Mahila Mandals)

CORD’s Community Development Workers (CDWs) form the CBOs identifying the needs of the
community and motivating the people to join together. Our Workers initially train, guide and take
them forward until the CBOs take over the work and look after themselves. Thus it is ensured that the
benefits of development flow continuously on a sustainable basis.




SELF HEL P GROUPS (SHG)

Currently we have a total of 41 SHGs benefitting 574 members in various ways such as:

1) Micro-banking & Soft skills development

1.

3) Income Generation Activities
1.

This year, CORD has facilitated the formation of 6 new SHGs,
Chinmaya Tulasi, Chinmaya Gandhi, Chinmaya Malli and
Chinmaya Roja in Sivanvoyal, Om Shakti in Nelvoy, Ch
Selliamman in Athupakkam.

In all new SHGs, training on registry keeping, leadership and
internal loaning is given to all members. Special SHG leadership
training was given to SHGs in Nelvoy on Feb 21, 28 and Mar 7.
This year CORD has facilitated bank loans amounting to Rs

9,28,000/- from various banks to 5 SHGs (Chinmaya Kavi Bharati, Recod kepng trainig at Nelvoy
Vanavil and Valarnila of Velliyur, Chinmaya Shivashakti and

Thazhampoo of Sivanvoyal) benefitting the women in these groups to build their credit and economic
status. Further participatory grading was done for 11 other SHGs.

Bank of Baroda opened zero balance bank accounts for about 30 people below poverty line under the
‘Pradhan Mantri’s Dhan jan yojana’ scheme in Nelvoy.

On October 14™ our SHG members in Velliyur participated in a Village resource mapping activity through
; ; Rangoli which was organized by Pudu Vazhvu Magalir Thittam.

2) Promotion of ‘'HOME GARDENS’

1. Our field staffs encourage organic home gardening by promoting
preparation of organic manure, vermin compost in small pits/containers,
distributing manure & seeds from horticulture department. This season
being good for vegetable cultivation, many grow a variety such as lady’s
finger, watermelon, cucumber, greens, brinjal, chilli, etc and make good

sales.

Jewelry making, beauty products such as shampoo powder and
face pack, food products such as instant mixes were taught to
rural women as part of Income Generation Scheme (IGS)
activities.

Some of our beneficiaries make artificial jewelry and sell in
Chennai city shops and colleges for good price and a couple of
them supply homemade snacks to the Prasad stall at
Sarveshwara Dhyana Nilayam on a weekly basis.




3. Chinmaya Egathamman and Saraswati groups of
Pandeswaram have been trained in organic snack making
like sathu-mavu. ) ;

4. Our CORD staff with the help of SHG women put up stalls at o e = =
Sarveshwara Dhyana Nilayam on special occasions such as the '
silver jubilee celebrations of the temple, New Year’s and
Shivaratri selling painbalms, agarbattis, fabric pouches, snacks
and jewelry worth about Rs.45,000/- in last 2 quarters.

5. anﬂ%bmaw3mto§WCORDSHGnmmbmspmupasmﬂat T
the 7th Hindu Spiritual and Service fair along with 300 other  coRrp stall at the Spiritual Fair
Hindu organizations which showcased their social service

programmes.

SHG meet at Nelvoy Promoting Azolla to SHGs CORD stall at the temple




MAGALIR MANDRAMS (MM)

Currently we have a total of 18 MMs benefitting 450 members.

1. This year, CORD has facilitated the formation of 5 new
MMs, Chinmaya Muthulakshmi and Chinmaya Angaleswari
in Nelvoy, Thamizh Thendral in Puliyur, Chinmaya Gandhi
and Sri Sai in Velliyur.

2. Chinmaya Shivashakti MM of Velliyur and Chinmaya Pudiya
Bharatam MM of Sivanvoyal have been registered with
Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYK).

3. In all monthly MM meetings, games, bhajans and

discussions are held to keep the meetings lively.

Health & Sanitation

4. A dental camp was conducted at Sivanvoyal village on
27/4/2014 with the help of volunteers from Meenakshi
Dental College benefitting approximately 128 villagers.
Members of Chinmaya Pudiya Bharatam Magalir Mandram
also volunteered their services. Free dental cleaning,
consultation and extraction were done.

5. Non contagious disease awareness camp & screening: All
MM members were given awareness on the causes,

prevention and precautions for non-contagious diseases
such as Hypertension, Diabetes, and Breast and Cervical Dental Camp at Sivanvoyal
cancer. Many underwent a screening for these diseases in
their respective local medical centers.

6. In some MMs, blood pressure of members was taken and beneficiaries were given awareness on
Hypertension, Diabetes and Anemia. Vitamin, Iron and Calcium pills were also distributed.

7. CORD staffs continue to provide motivation for total sanitation through toilet construction and also
facilitate procurement of subsidies from Panchayat. On February 26" TSC department conducted an
awareness camp in Velliyur Panchayat office demonstrating and promoting the new economic toilet

e A model.
8. An awareness session on cattle diseases and prevention

methods through vaccination was facilitated by the veterinary
department for all MMs in Velliyur.

Cultural programs & Celebrations

9. CORD Tamaraipakkam celebrated Women'’s
empowerment day on June 15" 2014. About 250 women from 9
panchayats participated in this mega event which was at once

Women Empowerment ay




informative, entertaining and inspiring. There were stimulating speeches on the greatness of
womanhood and constructive sessions on vocational training, personal hygiene and Environmental
cleanliness supported by videos and presentation.

10. Thought Provoking Rangoli Competition on Rural
Development: In order to celebrate the silver jubilee of
Chinmaya Mission Thamaraipakkam, CORD conducted a
grand Rangoli competition scaling 25 villages in 10
Panchayats of Thiruvallur District. The salient features of
d this competition were that it was based on the theme of
‘Rural Development’ and was held between women self
help groups within each Panchayat. This competition was
/ : held on October 4™ and 52014, About 1000 women from
Ranli cmptitiona Athupakkam - | 109 diffe.rent Self Help Groups participatt.ed in this project

which reinforced teamwork, brought out innate talents
and created awareness on various social issues.

11. On January gt Chinmaya Roja, Thamarai and Puratchi
pengal MMs of Ramanatapuram village organized a special
Sumangali Vilakku Pooja for the welfare of their I
communities " £

12. Mattu pongal celebrations at Karalapakkam organized by Ch
Vaishnavi SHG were quite a sight to watch as the youth of
the village chased the bulls decorated with garlands and
balloons.

13. On March 8", CORD celebrated women’s day in 6 villages
conducting games and competitions. The women took part

in these events with great enthusiasm and had a lot of fun \yomen's day celebration at Nelvoy
singing and dancing.

14. In Pandeswaram, SHG members conducted games for Balvihar children in their village and distributed
prizes on women’s day. They also celebrated the day by making pongal at the village temple as a
grateful offering to the Lord.

Other camps, trainings and exposures
15. Chinmaya Subeeksham MM of Velliyur and Chinmaya
@ Pudiya Bharatam MM of Sivanvoyal put up a CORD publicity
;EE'; stall at ‘Makkal Karutholi lyakkam’ exhibition which was visited
M.( by the Collector and many other officials from Block

GO : - 2 development and other departments.
16. Chinmaya Shivashakti MM of Velliyur along with NYK

organized an orientation camp on self employment. About 100
people attended the camp. This camp provided motivation and

guidance on the various options for self employment and
income generation.
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17. Smt Anu Karthikeyan of INDSETTI was invited as a resource person to give motivational speech on self
employment in Nallangavanur, Sivanvoyal on Dec 9™ and again on Dec 12" in Nelvoy.

18. Faculty and students from Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development came for an exposure
visit to Velliyur and attended Vivekanandar FC meet and Gandhi MM meet at ward 2. They learnt about
the principles of CORD and expressed deep interest in volunteering for CORD seva in the future.

19. On January 24" Chinmaya Shivashakti MM & Pudiya bharatam attended the district level youth
conference organized by NYK at Tiruvallur and received sports goods from the Collector which they

later donated to the Balvihar tuition centers in their respective villages.
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Self Employmen.t Motivation y Smt MM with the collector at the youth  Self Employment Orientation camp,
Anu, Sivanvoyal ward 4 conference Velliyur
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- - CBO ACTIVITIES

Activity Total

Azolla 31
Soakage pit 12
Garbage pit 3
Vermin compost 9
Vermiwash 3
TSC 40

Home garden 22




FARMER’S CLUB (FC)

At present we have a total of 16 Farmers’ clubs benefitting 246 members.

Education on Improved farming methods:
Once every quarter CORD staff facilitated resource persons from agriculture and horticulture
departments to address the farmers, inspect their fields and offer guidance.

a.

In April, Mr Ramesh and Mrs Malarkodi resource persons from Horticulture department visited the
fields and explained about drip irrigation system in Nelvoy. On July 22, resource person from
horticulture department visited the fields of Rukmangatan

and Thamil Thendral.

In July, Nov and Jan, Mr Nambiraj, a resource person from
Horticulture department met with farmers in Velliyur
giving various tips on horticulture, providing motivation on
multi crop cultivation and explored the possibility of
forming a farmers’ society. This season he guided the
sowing of watermelon seeds with appropriate spacing in
FC member Mani’s garden and helped Mani apply for
susbsidy.

On July 31%, Mr Jnanasekaran of agriculture department visited fields and provided guidance on
organic rice cultivation and producing organic pesticide from neem leaves.

On November 4th, Sri Jnanasekaran of Agriculture

department visited the rice fields of farmers affected by a

pesticide ‘sambal poochi’ caused due to less spacing and
insufficient rains and gave them advice on right pesticide
usage and guidance on SRI cultivation as a prevention
method.

On November 15" Smt Poonkodi, the Vet doctor was
called upon as a resource person to educate the farmers

Awareness session on Komari disease,

and Mahila Mandal members at Velliyur on Komari disease .
Velliyur

affecting the cattle, its prevention and cure. She also spoke
on various government schemes such as purchase of mura at subsidized rate, growing hens, rabbits
and so on.

Training & Empowerment

a.

11 famers from Nelvoy and 9 from Athupakkam attended a 2 day (July 11 — July 12) awareness
program on participatory irrigation management called the ‘1 AM WARM’ project.

On July 15", farmers from Velliyur, Vadatur and Nelvoy along with field staff attended the

awareness program organized by government of TN on the usage of organic fertilizers.




